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stance likely to cause death, and intended that it should
cause death. There is a widely-spread belief, especially in
oriental countries, that diamond dust is a poison most fatal
in its effects. Beyond tradition, however, there is no evi-
dence whatsoever to show that there is any foundation
for this belief, and what evidence there is, goes to show
that diamond dust is a perfectly harmless substance. But
a person, who believed in the dangerous properties of
diamond dust, and who administered it with the intention
of causing death, would be guilty of an attempt at murder,
even though no injury should ensue. As an example of
this, we may cite the celebrated case of the Guicowar of
Baroda, What therefore is required in this country is, not
only evidence as to whether the substance administered
falls under the regularly accepted definitions of poisons,
but evidence regarding the act of administering, and the
intention of the administering person.

Cases of poisoning, in which the victims recover, are,  Manner of con-
comparatively speaking, rare, and the cases which generally rjes in^e
come before a criminal court in this  country, are those susPecte<i
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which have had a fatal termination. In such cases, the two
important points to be proved are (1) the actual cause of
death, and (2) who it was who caused it. As regards the
first point, the most important evidence will be that of the
chemical examiner, who alone is competent to say, from the
result of his examination, whether any poison was dis-
covered, and, if so, what. But important though his
evidence is, there are many other points to which attention
must be paid by the various officials and individuals con-
nected with the case from the time of the death until the
time of trial. So important are these points, that it very
often happens that the life or death of the accused depends
entirely upon the accuracy with which they have been
noted.

We presume, that immediately after receiving notice of
a suspicious death, the village authorities have sent to the
nearest police station, and that an enquiry has been at
once commenced. The following are the points about